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told in the charming and self deprecating style that has made him one of america s most beloved
celebrities the real story behind hollywood legend james garner from his depression era childhood
to his colorful career his incredible story in his own words one of hollywood s all time great leading
men james garner enjoyed a remarkable career spanning six decades and whether you know him as
bret maverick or jim rockford his appeal bridges generations few know the real story now told in this
intimate memoir of growing up in depression era oklahoma and triumphing in hollywood after
physical abuse at the hands of his stepmother garner left home at fourteen he was oklahoma s first
draftee of the korean war receiving two purple hearts for combat wounds back in los angeles in need
of a job garner reluctantly tried acting and was surprised to find his career taking off working with
such luminaries as julie andrews marlon brando steve mcqueen and clint eastwood he became a
star in his own right he threw himself into his work and despite stage fright and bouts of depression
constant physical pain and epic battles with the hollywood establishment he became the acting
equivalent of a national monument written with jon winokur the garner files is a wry engaging self
portrait chronicling the vagaries of a screen career along with the cast of personal and professional
characters that helped shape a great american life

although television critics have often differed with the public with respect to the artistic and cultural
merits of television programming over the last half century television has indubitably influenced
popular culture and vice versa no matter what reasons are cited the characters the actors the plots
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the music television shows that were beloved by audiences in their time remain fondly remembered
this study covers the classic period of popular television shows from the 1960s through the 1990s
focusing on how regular viewers interacted with television shows on a personal level bridging
popular and scholarly approaches this book discovers what america actually watched and why
through documents footage visits to filming locations newspapers and magazine articles from the
shows eras the book features extensive notes and bibliography

since his television debut in the mid 1950s james garner entertained millions of fans on screens both
big and small from supporting roles in memorable films like sayonara and the notebook to leading
roles in box office hits including the great escape victor victoria and the feature film version of
maverick the actor appeared in some of the most entertaining movies of all time in the essential
james garner stephen h ryan and paul j ryan consider the prolific output of one of america s most
beloved actors this book looks at the key feature films made for television movies and television
episodes of garner s career the authors discuss each of the actor s most well known films the great
escape the americanization of emily support your local sheriff and murphy s romance among others
as well as critically acclaimed television movies including barbarians at the gate breathing lessons
decoration day heartsounds my names is bill w and promise each entry provides details about the
film s production critical reception and commercial success the best episodes of garner s two iconic
television maverick and the rockford files as well as his highly regarded but little seen series nichols
are also identified the authors make clear why these choices are indispensable viewings not only for
those already familiar with garner but also for those who have yet to enjoy the work of this oscar
nominee and multiple emmy winner a tribute to the career of a hollywood legend the essential
james garner will appeal to anyone wanting to know more about the actor s best films and programs

the encyclopedia of television second edtion is the first major reference work to provide description
history analysis and information on more than 1100 subjects related to television in its international
context for a full list of entries contributors and more visit the encyclo pedia of television 2nd edition
website

this biographical dictionary shines the spotlight on several hundred unheralded stunt performers
who created some of the cinema s greatest action scenes without credit or recognition the time
period covered encompasses the silent comedy days of buster keaton and harold lloyd the early
westerns of tom mix and john wayne the swashbucklers of douglas fairbanks errol flynn and burt
lancaster the costume epics of charlton heston and kirk douglas and the action films of steve
mcqueen clint eastwood and charles bronson without stuntmen and women working behind the
scenes the films of these action superstars would not have been as successful now fantastic athletes
and leading stunt creators such as yakima canutt richard talmadge harvey parry allen pomeroy dave
sharpe jock mahoney chuck roberson polly burson bob morgan loren janes dean smith hal needham
martha crawford ronnie rondell terry leonard and bob minor are given their proper due each entry
covers the performer s athletic background military service actors doubled noteworthy stunts and a
rundown of his or her best known screen credits

a celebration of the 45th anniversary of the television series the rockford files starring james garner a
wonderful retrospective featuring interviews episode guide trivia and much more
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